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Mr. W. CRAIG 


Chairman Jubilee Committee 


Foreword 


C/7|S Chairman of the Jubilee Committee, | extend greet- 
ings and a warm welcome to all present and. past 
members and friends of our School. The present 

celebrations are arranged to provide opportunities for the 

renewal of our School acquaintances through entertainment 
gatherings and thereby to pay homage to our ‘‘Alma Mater.” 

Unfortunately the early records of the School were destroyed 

by fire in. 1909 and this book has been compiled with the 

willing assistance of Staff, Committee members and the past 
teachers. To these and other helpers, the Jubilee Committee 
expresses its thanks. | venture also to include thanks of all 
our guests and visitors in remembering our School mates and 
experiences of past days. We have especially in mind all the 
ex-pupils who are now on active service or in training. To all 
such | extend the Committee’s greetings and best wishes for 

a safe return. All the Jubilee arrangements have been made 

for your pleasure and entertainment and | confidently look 

forward to happy and memorable re-union festivities to mark 
the Diamond Jubilee period and to wish our School well for 
continued success in the future. 

: W. CRAIG, 


Chairman Jubilee Committee. 
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Mr. B. SLOANE 
Chairman Schoo! Committee 


PERSONNEL OF COMMITTEES. 


Consider that | laboured not for myself only, but for all them that 
seek learning. 
Diamond Jubilee Executive Committee: 

Messrs. W. Craig (President), H. Taylor, S. McGee, Mesdames P. Hore, 
A. Coleman (Vice-Presidents), Misses D. Ash (Secretary), S. Wise 
(Assistant Secretary), J. Yemm (Treasurer), Messrs. S. Turnbull 
(Auditor), L. Moore, R. Moore, S. Kay, L. Mooar, D. Thomas, T. 
McGee, E. Down, A. Yemm, D. Shirlaw, B. Sloane, Mesdames Falkin- 
der, Truman, Lloyd. 

School Committee: 

Messrs. B. Sloane (Chairman), S. H. Wootton, J. S. Barnett, J.P., Alex 
Stanley, A. B. Coburn, F. Weeber, T. McGee, T. Falkinder, J.P., 
D. Perrin, G. Wear (Secretary). 


Publicity Committee: 
Mesdames Coleman, Falkinder, Gourlay, Hore, Truman, Miss Deverell, 
Messrs. H. Taylor, S. Kay (Convener). 


Entertainment Committee: 
Dance—AMrs. Coleman, Miss Ash, Messrs. D. Thomas (Convenor), L. Mooar, 
H. O. Haydon, T. McGee, S. McGee. 
Items—Mrs. Hore, Messrs. E. Down, A. Yemm. 
Children’s Sports—Mrs. Lloyd, Misses Deverell, Line, in conjunction with 
the School Committee. 
Memorial Gates Committee: 
Messrs. H. Taylor, B. Sloane, S. McGee, D. Shirlaw, Miss Yemm. 


Photographer: 
Mr. J. H. Lang. 


Trustees: 
Messrs. E. Down, W. Craig, Miss Yemm. 


Editor of Jubilee Handbook: 
Mr, H. W. Gourlay. 
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Thursday, February 2oth 
at 7.30 p.m. 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL IN SCHOOL BATHS. 


This is a sport which makes the body’s very liver curl with enjoyment. 


— PROGRAMME — 


1.—50yds. Open Handicap. 


6.—100yds. Breaststroke Hndcp. 





ADDINGTON AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB. 
OFFICERS, 1940-41 SEASON. 


Patron: 
Mr. J. S. Barnett, J.P. 


President: 
Mr. T. McGee 


Vice-Presidents: 


Messrs. B. Sloane, R. B. Craig, V. 
Watson, V. Hampton, Dr. Mac- 


pherson, Sgt. McGrath. 
Hon. Secretary-Treasurer: 
Mr. G. Pyke 
Assistant Secretary: 
Mr. R. B. Craig 
Auditor: 
Mr. Moore 


Club Captain: 
Mr. Erickson 


Vice-Club Captain: 
Mr. R. B. Craig 
Lady Captain: 

Miss Morgan 
Committee: 


Mr. T. M. Tonkin, Mr. L. Lee, Mr. C. 
Hoe, Miss G. Thomas, Miss N. 
Nixon. 


Handicapper: 
Mr. G. Pyke 
Starter: 

Mr. R. B. Craig 
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FOUNDATION AND PROGRESS OF THE ADDINGTON 
AMATEUR SWIMMING CLUB. 


Contributed by Messrs. J. L. McCracken and R. B. Craig. 


The prime mover for the formation of a swimming bath in Addington 
was Mr. Walter Johnson, who with many other arduous workers, finally 
started the building in 1899. By 1900 the bath was ready for use. The 
formation of the Club took place in 1901, the following gentlemen being 
elected as officers:—Patron: Rev. Canon Bean; President: Mr. Brooker; 
Secretary: Mr. Walter Johnson. 


Some of the first members were Messrs. H. Hessey, W. Bishop, W. 
McCracken and T. McGee. Ina few years the progress of the Club was 
exceptionally rapid, and at the carnivals it was not out of the ordinary 
to have up to 150 competitors. Prominent swimmers were evident in 
such men as Mr. L. Penrose who was a rep. in New Zealand Champion- 
ships; Mr. Manhire a rep. in Distance Swimming. Messrs. C. Atkinson, 
Manhire, W. McCracken and Mathison, were representatives in the Can- 
terbury Water Polo Team. In 1908-9 the Club won the Sandstone Water 
Polo Championships. A high standard of diving was put up by such men 
as Messrs. H. Wilson, R. Cross, Mathison, E. Crooke, V. Burns and W. Mc- 
Cracken. One of the early members was Miss L. Copplestone who at one time 
attempted to swim the English Channel and is now sports mistress at an Am- 
erican College. Mr. Mathison, who is now prominent in the Otago Life Saving 
Society, was one of the first in New Zealand to gain the Bronze Medallion 
for Life Saving, while Mr. Walter Johnson was the first Secretary to the 
Royal Life Saving Society in New Zealand. Prominent members were 
Messrs. J. Lyttle, J. Lester, L. Morse, M. Murphy, A. Nichol, G. McClean, 
and Walls; also the McGee, McCracken and Hickey families. 


After 1918 the Club declined until 1930-1, when a steady increase 
in membership took place, until to-day when we have a fine Club, headed 
by Mr. T. McGee, to whom a lot of credit should go for his fine work. 
Some of our present members who are doing their best to uphold the fine 
record of the Club are: Messrs. J. Pyke, E. Erickson, M. Tonkin, F. Josland, 
B. Craig. 


From 1892 to 1939 the name of Billcliff has been associated with 
Addington School. The first generation consisted of Ernest, Charles and 
Frank. In the next generation the children of Ernest—Noel, Bessie, Myra, 
Joyce and Ivan were all pupils of the school, Enid (Mrs. Frye), Arthur and 
Harold (Dr. H. S. Billcliff) the children of Arthur who went to West 
Christchurch; then Les, Nellie, Alf and Charles, the children of George who 
is also ex-West Christchurch. Of these, Alf and Charles were on the 
staff, Alf in 1930 and 1933 and Charles in 1939. The last of the pupils 
was Jeffery. It is told of one of the children (we refrain from saying 
which one), was taken to live in St. Albans, but remained at Addington 
Schoo! for the rest of the year. After about a month at another school in 
the north of the city she returned to Addington praying to be re-admitted. 
The break was more than she could bear. Is there any family in Christ- 
church that can show as remarkable a record as this ? 
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Friday, February 21st 
SFORTS DAY FOR PRESENT PUPILS IN SCHOOL GROUNDS. 


And who but feels that half the joy is in the race ? 


— PROGRAMME — 
GIRLS’ EVENTS. 


1.—50Yds. Under 8. 


2.—50yds. Under 9. 


10.—Relay Race Open. 





17.—Sack Race Under 10. 
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BOYS’ EVENTS. 


1.—50yds. Under 8. 10.—Relay Race Open. 


De atria tne nese engee ee ea sourt eM ter een alent 

Pe tee ee ee Te ee Ee eee Vicia Wea a Rene ee eee aa ees 
2.—5Oyds. Under 9. 11.—Sack Race Under 10. 

po ee aoe ee ee EE 

a LE Te Oe ee er ee een A ee 


Rin geea eee eee nte eer eee ee ae 
| ee eran nT cee Stes Fre ECU net or 
> Eee een Ee ee en ner seen 
Deere ee ee eee 
13.—Pick-a-Back Race Under 10. 
4.—75yds. Under 11 | 
er ar ea Card 
eer de ee ee 
PS Roe RET atte Ree ee Er sre 





Leta ea ee ee ere eae races 
| oe one rer ene rrr 
Eek Senter eR ene ene irate rene eee 
a ee 
16.—All Fours Race Open. 
| 7.—Siamese Race Under 10 
| | Sever Color Ios eye me Riser See ERO eT BOR a en” eee tie a 
: ee ee 
17.—Boots & Shoes Race 
8.—Siamese Race Open. Under 10. 
| ene eee ee ere Serene yr er eer eee ota ede aerereaa aut sy aaeuenu ri reeeeeree 
Be eenenea ves ihae wea a ieee ae 2 SAAR EOC ER EP er ere TE 
9.—Relay Race Under 10. 18.—Boots & Shoes Race Open. 
Wie ceeieat haces oot Gane oe eee | Sie er ae eee RU ae ee 
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Saturday, February 22nd 
at 2 p.m. 


SCHOOL REUNION. 


“‘How good it feels 
The hand of an old friend.”’ 


Admission to Grounds: Old Pupils 2/-, (includes afternoon tea and badge). 
Others 1/6. 


Afternoon tea tickets and badges will be sold at both gates. Old Students 
are asked to sign Register and receive Decade Card:— 
1881-1891—Pink 1891-1901—Blue 1901-191 1—Yellow 
1911-1921—Orange 1921-193 1—Grey 1931-1941—White 
Ringing of School Bell at 2 p.m. by Mr. J. Jordan. 


Handing over of School and Grounds by Chairman of School Committee— 
Mr. B. Sloane. 


Unfurling of Flag by Mr. F. Hickinbottom. 
Singing of National Anthem. 


Flag lowered to half mast. Mrs. Gourlay and youngest pupil to place 
wreath on Honours Board. 


“Last Post,’’ Buglers of Christchurch West High School. 
Prayer by Rev. A. McNeur, C.F. 


Flag raised. 
Reveille. 


Opening remarks by Chairman of Jubilee Committee—Mr. W. Craig. 
Addresses by— 
Minister of Education. 
Representative of Education Board. 
Mr. W. N. Seay. 
Mr. R. B. Clarke. 
Mr. H. Kennedy. 
Mr. D. Shirlaw. 
Roll Call of First Decade Pupils present. 
Pupils will form into their respective Decades when Photographs will be 
taken. 
Afternoon Tea and renewal of old friendships and reminiscences. 
Souvenir Booklet on sale 1/- each. Display of old photographs in one of 
the classrooms. 
Motorists.— 
No parking in Jerrold Street, between Simeon and Hamilton Streets. 


No cars, other than official, allowed in school grounds. 


PLEASE NOTE ALTERATION IN PLACE OF BANQUET. 
NOW ODDFELLOWS’ HALL, SELWYN STREET, INSTEAD OF SCHOOL. 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 22nd, 1941 
AT 6.30 p.m. 


BANQUET. 


‘So many and so many and such glee.” 


ODDFELLOWS’ HALL, SELWYN STREET 
(Please Note Alteration of Place). 


TOAST LIST. 


‘Let thy speech be short, comprehending much in few words.”’ 


THE KING. 


SILENT TOAST to the memory of departed Ex-Pupils, Staff and 
Committeemen. 


Welcome to Mayor and Official Party by Mr. W. Craig. 


ARMY, NAVY & AIR FORCE Mr. R. H. Taylor 

Item 
Responder Mr. A. K. C. McEwan 
THE SCHOOL Mr. J. E. Tait 

ltem 
Responder Mr. B. Sloane 
EX-CHAIRMEN & COMMITTEEMEN Mr. S. Kay 

Item 
Responder Mr. J. S. Barnett 
EX-STAFF Mrs. A. Coleman 

Item 
Responders Messrs. H. Kennedy & J. G. Polson 
EX-PUPILS & SWIMMING CLUB Mr. W. N. Seay 

Item 
Responders Messrs. S. Turnbull & T. McGee 

CUTTING OF JUBILEE CAKE BY MRS. HORE. 

PRESENT STAFF Mr. Geo. Wear 

ltem 
Responder Mr. D. M. Shirlaw 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE Mrs. A. M. Hewitt 

Item 
Responder Mr. B. Sloane 
JUBILEE COMMITTEE Mr. R. B. Clarke 

Item 
Responder Mr. W. Craig 
CARETAKER & PAST CARETAKERS Mr. S. McGee 

Item 
Responder Mr. Carter 
ARTISTS Mr. E. Down 

During the Evening Items will be given by the following:— 

Mrs. Frye (Enid Billcliff) Miss G. Eaton 
Mr. R. Clark Mrs. Lewis (Louise Burns) 
Miss S. Down Mr. Arthur Bell 
Mr. N. Down Mr. T. McGee 
Mrs. McKenzie (June Bassett) Miss B. Pollard 


Mrs. Parton (Elaine Hore) 
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Sunday, February 23rd 


SPECIAL JUBILEE SERVICE, 


A special Jubilee Service will be held in the Methodist Church, Selwyn 
Street, at 6.30 p.m. The preacher will be Mr. C. H. Colechin, an Old Boy 
of the Addington School. 


DEDICATION OF MEMORIAL GATES. 


The architect 
Built his great heart into these sculptured stones, 
And with him toiled his children, and their jives 
Are builded with his own into these walls 
As offerings unto God. 


4 *, 
7% 7 7s 


Old Pupils will assemble in Simeon Street Playground at 1.45, and led 
by the City Salvation Army Band, will march, via Jerrold Street, to the 
School Gates, where the following Service will be held. 


The Proceedings will open with the singing of the National Anthem. 
Dedication of Memorial Gates by Rev. Canon W. S. Bean. 


Hymn :—"’O God Our Help in Ages Past.” 
O GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST. 


O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 
Our shelter from the stormy blast, 

And our eternal home. 


Under the shadow of Thy throne 
Still may we dwell secure; 

Sufficient is Thine arm alone, 
And our defence is sure. 


Eefore the hills in order stood, 
Or earth received her frame, 

From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 


O God our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come, 

Be Thou our guard will life shall last 
And our perpetual home. 


At the conclusion of this Service, Jubilee Memorial Gates will be 
formally handed over by Mr. H. Taylor to the Chairman of the School 
Committee—Mr. B. Sloane. 

Those present will then march through Gates to the dais where the 
following Service will be conducted by the Rev. J. F. Feron (ex-pupil). 


ee ee ae ee. 
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SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING. 


In the days of my youth | remembered my God, 
And He hath not forgotten my age. 


Order of Service. 


Hymn: “Eternal Father Strong to Save.” 


ETERNAL FATHER. 


Eternal Father, strong to save, 

Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 
Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep 

Its own appointed limits keep; 

Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee 

For those in peril on the sea! 


O Christ, whose voice the waters heard 
And hushed their raging at Thy word, 
Who walkedst on the foaming deep, 
And calm amid the storm didst sleep; 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee 

For those in peril on the sea! 


O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
Upon the waters dark and rude, 
And bid their angry tumult cease, 
And give, for wild confusion, peace; 
Oh, hear us when we cry to Thee 
For those in peril on the sea! 


O Trinity of love and power, 

Our brethren shield in danger’s hour; 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go: 
From rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Thus evermore shall rise to Thee 

Glad hymns of praise from land and sea. 


Lesson . . . Rev. C. Chant (Baptist). 


Hymn: “Onward Christian Soldiers.’’ 


ONWARD CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS. 


Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 

Going on before! 
Christ, the Royal Master, 
Leads against the foe; 

Forward into battle, 
See, His banners go! 


Onward, Christian soldiers, etc. 
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At the sign of triumph 
Satan’s host doth flee: 
On, then, Christian soldiers, 

On to victory! 
Hell’s foundations quiver 
At the shout of praise! 
Brothers, lift your voices, 
Loud your anthems raise. 


Like a mighty army 
Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 
Where the saints have trod: 
We are not divided; 
All one body we 
One in hope, in doctrine, 
One in charity. 





Crowns and thrones may perish 
Kingdoms rise and wane, 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain; 

Gates of hell can never 
‘Gainst that Church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, 
And that cannot fail. 


Onward, then, ye faithful! 
Join our happy throng; 
Blend with ours your voices, 
In the triumph-song: 

“Glory, laud, and honour, 
Unto Christ the King! 
This, through countless ages, 
Men and angels sing. 


Prayers ... Rev. J. Gemmell (Presbyterian) . 
Anthem by the Union. Methodist Choir. 
Address . . . Rev. J. F. Feron (Anglican). 


Band Selection by Salvation Army Band. 


tlymn: ‘‘Abide with Me.’’: 
ABIDE WITH ME 


Abide with me! fast falls the eventide; 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide! 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 
Help of the helpless, oh, abide with me! 


Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 
Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 
Change and decay in all around | see: 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me! 
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| need Thy presence every passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power ? 
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be ? 
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me! 


| fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness; 
Where is death’s sting ? where, grave, thy victory ? 
| triumph still, if Thou abide with me. 


Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes, 

Shine through the gloom, and point to me the skies; 
Heaven’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee: 
In life and death, O Lord, abide with me! 


Closing Prayers and Benediction . . . Rev. W. Grigg (Methodist) . 


Wednesday, February 26th 
JUBILEE BALL. 


ODDFELLOWS’ HALL, SELWYN STREET 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26th, 1941. 


Commencing 8 p.m. Grand March 9 p.m. 


Waltzes, polkas, lancers, foxtrots, glides, 
Giddy one-steps, Bostons, taps and slides! 
High-lows, di-dos, how we danced them all! 
I‘Il never forget that time you may bet, 
At the party at Oddfellows’ Hall. 


Dave Thomas and his Orchestra—Old and New Dances. 


This is the grand finale of the Celebrations and ‘‘a good time will be had 


hee 
. 


by al 


Single 2/6 Double 4/6 


TRAMWAY TIME-TABLE (Saturday). 


Trams Leave Square for Selwyn Street—No. 14, Spreydon. 


Leaves Square 12.36 Arrives Selwyn Street 12.49 
‘i 47 12.48 47 47 41 1.0 
ut 47 12.59 df 4/ ‘7 ist l 
‘i aA a 4 41 47 if 1.24 
‘7 47 1.30 af ‘7 4] 141 

4l Li ae 47 47 Mf l 56 
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Leave Selwyn Street for Square. 


Leaves Selwyn Street 3,25 Arrives Square oF W | 
um a um 3.40 wu um S92 
u” uw um = a ur mu tt 
. " i 4.12 - 3 4.24 
» um uw uw AL uw um 4.22 
r. ee ee ey » 4 4.54 
a> um uw uw aed um mu oer, 
/ uw um 7 3.14 uw um 5.26 
5 bg wu wu um 2.29 mr uw atl 
| is® uw ” ur oe a ur Mu 3:90 
5 5 e 5.59 : ie 6.11 
um um ” 6.17 u uw 6,29 
Trams leave Square for Oddfellows’ Hall, Selwyn Street—No. 7, Lincoln Rd. 
Leaves Square 20 Arrives Selwyn Street 5.36 
‘ at 47 5.45 47 47 47 23 
ot 47 47 6.0 47 47 4] 6.8 
f 47 47 6.13 47 47 47 6.2] 
47 dt 6.24 47 47 47 6.30 
Leaves Selwyn Street 9.40 Arrives Square 9.48 
rxe ur " " oes! " u 10.3 
a ; m7 uw wu 10.10 uw ut 10.20 
. a i . 10.26 . - 10.36 
" " lO4A7 4 " 10.53 
& o pe a rt 11.10" 
' *Last Car to connect in Square with other Cars. 
Sunday, 23rd. 
=i : Trams leave Square for Selwyn Street (No. 14 Car) Spreydon. 
ay Leaves Square 12.40 Arrives Selwyn Street 12.50 
rt i“ 1.2 ' “a rn ldo 
47 Ye 1230 Vt 47 47 1.40 
Leaves Selwyn Street for Square. 
ies . Leaves Selwyn Street 3.30 Arrives Square 3.42 
— ; . 3.50 |, . 4.2 
wy 4 wu " um 4.10 um um aa 
a - ” : 4.30 * oe 4.42 
m | 1 fh 450 (ae. oe 


The following comes from a newspaper report of about 35 years ago. 


Some amusement was caused at the meeting of Addington householders 
by questions regarding the salary paid to the school caretaker which was 
stated to be £65 per annum with free house and firing. The questioner, 
a former committeeman, urged that the salary should be increased to £70, 
and the chairman gently chaffed him for not having made provision for a 
higher rate of payment when he had the reins of government; but the 
ex-committeeman defended himself by saying that the caretaker’s duties 
had increased since he was on the committee. Another householder 
thought that the caretaker was well paid, as he calculated that his salary 
and ‘‘privileges’’ were equal to £2 per week, but his remark was greeted 
with cries of ‘’No!”’ 
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Our Headmasters 


Men of polite learning and a liberal education. 


Mr. W. Taylor, 1892-93. 


When Addington became a main School in 1892, Mr. W. Taylor 
became its first Headmaster. He had a heavy task to perform in the 
preliminary work of organising and trying to equip a new school—a task 
he approached with vigour and determination. Unfortunately, after only 
eighteen months of service he became ill and passed away somewhat sud- 
denly. His loss was a severe blow to the school and the district where his 
death was keenly felt by the teachers and the residents. 





Mr. W. N. SEAY, 1893-1920 


Mr. W. N. Seay, 1893-1920. 


In August, 1893, Mr. Seay came to Addington-after excellent qualify- 
ing experience in headships at Methven, Springfield and Prebbleton. In 
these schools he had set a high standard of efficiency which he diligently 
applied during his 27 years of service in Addington. It is interesting to 
record that when Mr. Seay came to be our headmaster he was a young 
man with a family of three small children. Two of his children, Miss Adele 
Seay and Miss Drina Seay later served on the staff while up to the year 
1914 the name of Seay appeared on the roll of pupils of the school. To 
Mr. Seay must go the credit of having laid the real foundations of Adding- 
ton Main School. To most of us his name is synonymous with Addington 
and we are proud to acknowledge the debt we all owe to him. We rejoice 
to know that although it is over twenty years since he retired from active 
service he is still the same Mr. Seay, as vigorous as of old. We wish him 
many more years of happy retirement. 
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Mr. R. B. CLARKE, B.A., 1920-1927 


Mr. R. B. Clarke, B.A., 1920-27. 


It is a younger generation of old pupils to whom the name of R. B. 
Clarke conjures up visions of feverish activity and strenuous effort for the 
welfare of the school. They may well be proud to have been associated 
with Mr. Clarke for to him is owed the present delightful grounds. It was 
his inspiration that led to the laying down of the fine basketball courts, 
the building of the shelter sheds and the teachers’ room. 

Unfortunately for Addington School Mr. Clarke was appointed to the 
Inspectorate in 1927, a position he graced until his retirement in 1940. 
Thank you for your fine service, Mr. Clarke. 





Mr. D. M. SHIRLAW, M.A. 
1928-1941 


Mr. D. M. Shirlaw, M.A., 1928. 

A short interregnum between the resignation of Mr. Clarke and the 
appointment of Mr. Shirlaw was filled by Mr. S. A. Clark, B.A., well known 
as the Headmaster of Somerfield School. Mr. Shirlaw himself approached 
the position with a wealth of experience behind him and he worthily up- 
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= holds the splendid traditions of the old school. When in 1932 the school 
was “‘decapitated,’’ he had to face an unusual crisis and it is to his ever- 
| \ sa lasting credit that we can safely say he has made a marvellous success of it. 
* He quickly realised the advantages of the new order and seized them 
eagerly. The result is that the outside activities—swimming, cricket, foot- 
ball, basketball, etc., flourish as vigorously as ever before—indeed it would 
be hard to find a school of such young children where better work is being 
done in this direction. We thank you, too, Mr. Shirlaw and hope your 
splendid service may long be vouchsafed to us. 


The School Committee 


‘“And all for love and nothing for reward.” 


It was not until 1892, when Addington became a main school, that 
a school committee was appointed. Ever since that date the school has 
been very fortunate in the type of men who have offered their services 
and it is with pride that we mention them in our Jubilee Record. The 
school has always been a kind of civic centre in Addington and it was a 
point of honour with the residents that the annua! meeting of householders 
should be well-attended. On such nights it was imperative to postpone 


all other activities in the interests of the School. It was a signal honour, 
too, to be elected to this committee, so that through the years the school 
has been governed wisely and well. The following is the list of chairmen 
and secretaries who have led this earnest band of workers:— 
Chairmen “ 

1891-92—C. H. Winny 19712-13—M. W. Woodfield 

J. Brown 1913-14—J. Down 
1892-93—-J. Brown 1914-15—_W. G. Burns 
1893-94—T. Cutler 1915-17—J. Down © 
1894-03—N. K. Bowden 1917-19——W. R. Gahagan 

/ 1903-04—J. A. Clarke 1919-20—W. R. Gahagan 

1904-05—N. K. Bowden J. Down 

J. Down 1920-21—J. Down 
1905-06—J. Spiller 1921-22—M. W. Woodfield 
1906-07—-J. A. Clarke 1922-26—G. Wear 

W. G. Burns 1926-27—-G. Wear 
1907-O08—W. G. Burns C. Fisk 
1908-O09—R. Ellison 1927-28—C. Fisk 
1909-10—R. Ellison 1928-29—J. S.° Barnett 

W. Bowden 1929-30—W. Coote 
1910-11—W. Bowden 1930-41—B. Sloane 


1911-12—A. L. Gourlay 


Secretaries 


e 
1892-99—_W. Johnson 1912-21—W. Johnson 
1899-01—F. N. Bartram 1921-22—H. Worrall 
1901-02——F, N. Bartram 1922-23—H. Spiller 
W. Johnson 1923-24—D. C. W. Cossgrove 
1902-10—W. Johnson S. J. L. Hewitt 
1910-11—W. Johnson 1924-25—Rev. J. W. Hayward 
A. L. Gourlay 1925-30—A. E. Beardsley 


1911-12—W. W. Gibson 1930-41—G. Wear 
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Canon WV. S. Bean 


Would | describe a preacher, 

| would express him simple, grave, sincere; 

In doctrine uncorrupt; in language plain 

And plain in manner; decent, solemn, chaste, 
And natural in gesture, much impress’d. 
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge, 
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too; affectionate in look, 

And tender in address, as well becomes 

A messenger of grace. 


The year 1885 saw Addington School's first association with such a 
man when the Rev. W. S. Bean came to conduct Bible classes at the school. 
For forty years he continued this great work to the delight of everyone with 
whom he came into contact. Shortly after eight o’clock, Mr. Bean would 
appear each morning to be greeted by a crowd of smiling faces awaiting him 
at the gate. Were the weather cold there would be a great chasing round 
the playground, the reverend gentleman as often as not wielding a per- 
fectly innocuous strap. At 8.30 the Bible lessons started, and those 
backsliders who did not attend regularly as they should have done felt 
always those little pangs of remorse that they were passing by unheeded so 
pleasant a meeting. There were always pleasant sounds coming from the 
infant room where the classes were held—the repitition of prayers, the oc- 
casional laughter, the booming but pleasing voice of the Canon and at 
last the rush of happy children as they issued forth ready for their daily 
tasks. 

Acknowledging a vote of thanks at a meeting of householders on one 
occasion, Canon Bean said that he believed that he had had a similar 
resolution forwarded to him annually since 1895, the first Bible Class 
in connection with the school having been started in January of that year. 
He found that not only boys and girls of his own congregation, but boys 
and girls belonging to pretty well every denomination attended. There 
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were about 130 on the roll and an average attendance of between 70 and 80. 
He was not satisfied with this, and he considered that in a school of 500 
to 600 there ought to be 200 to 300 present at the Bible Class. He would 
welcome the entrance of any clergyman from any denomination to assist in 
removing the prevailing ignorance on Bible subjects. 


With such a man to lead can it be wondered that 
“E’en children follow’d with endearing wile, 

And plucked his gown, to share the good man’s smile.’’ 

Nor was it only in spiritual matters that Canon Bean showed a lively 
and practical interest. He created a unique tradition in the sporting world 
through his association with the Swimming Club where his activities, especi- 
ally on opening day, were of more than passing interest. It was his custom 
always to open the season at Addington by taking the first plunge, and it 
is recorded that on one occasion he was the only swimmer to enter the 
baths and on another there was but one other besides himself. With such 
an example, it is no wonder that the Addington Swimming Club was al- 
ways in the forefront. 

All old pupils will join with us in expressing our grateful thanks to 
Canon Bean for his outstanding service to the school. We are more than 
proud, we are thrilled, to have him with us for our jubilee to carry out the 
important duty of opening officially the memorial gates. No more approp- 
riate function could have been devised for our old friend and school time 
companion, for 


























“This gate 
Instructs you how to adore the heavens, and bows you 
To morning’s holy office.”’ 

Many, many more happy days to you, good friend. 


The Cadets 


‘“They are soldiers, 
Witty, courteous, liberal, full of spirit.’’ 


Up to about 1908, when all junior cadets were disbanded, our cadet 
corps was one of the institutions of which we were justly proud. With their 
red and black uniforms and their ‘‘glengarry’’ caps they were a smartly 
—» turned out unit which did much to maintain the high prestige of the school. 


Captain Hans Kennedy was the O.C., and no amount of trouble was 
too great for him to make the work of the boys as pleasant and as profitable 
as could be. There was regular shooting practice at the range at the foot 
of the hills near Colombo Street, and members of the committee went to 
considerable trouble to ensure that transport to such places was made as 
easy and as cheap as possible. On two occasions they had skirmishes on the 
hills and on one notable occasion they formed a guard of honour and firing 
party at a funeral in Kaiapoi. When the great bazaar was held to raise 
money for the school library, they paraded for inspection by Major C. T. 
Aschman who warmly commended them for their smartness on parade. On 
two occasions at least they attended camps, one at Ashburton under Captain 
Kennedy and the other at Rangiora under Lieutenant Morgan. In the days 
of the cadets, it was a boy’s dearest ambition to wear one of those gorgeous 
red sashes that marked the non-commissioned officer. But alas, the cadets 
are no more, and the records of the Addington School corps were all lost 
in the fire of 1909. 
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- FOOTBALL TEAM, 1905 
Winners of Primary Schools Senior Banner 
Back Row-——Harold Robinson, Walter Watson, Ernie Billcliff, Dave Hewitt, 
Charlie Cotterill, Dod Collett. 

Middle Row—wMr. Kennedy, C. Hardingham, W. Jennings, Reg. Sharpe 
- (Capt.), Arthur Coombes, Len Mooar, Mr. Seay. 

Front Row—Snowy Christmas, Jack Anderson, Charlie Mackay, Harold 
‘ie Robinson. 
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Sixty Years On... 


‘The principal office of history | take to be this: to prevent virtuous 
actions from being forgotten.”’ 


“Your committee has satisfaction in being able to report that since the 
last annual meeting of householders of the district the side school at the 
south of Addington which was then in contemplation has been completed 
and has been in operation since October.’’ 


These words were read at the annual meeting of householders of the 
West Christchurch School on Monday, January 23rd, 1882, and though they 
may not be the first reference to the opening of Addington School, their 
simplicity expresses the thrill of achievement. For some years the com- 
mittee had been worried by the overcrowding in the lower department of 
West Christchurch Schoo! and overtures were made to the Board of Educa- 
tion asking that a side school be opened at South Addington. It was 
reported at the householders’ meeting on January 24, 1881 “that the 
Board of Education had decided to erect a side school at South Addington 
to accommodate 200 to 250 pupils.’ 


The first paragraph shows that the board took prompt action, the 
school being opened in October, 1881, with a roll of 253 pupils. The 
name of the school was not Addington but West Christchurch Side School. 
There was no separate committee, but Mr. W. K. Allison who presided at 
the meeting at which the record of achievement was proclaimed, was 
appointed to look after the affairs of the new side school, an office held 
throughout the time of the side school. 


At first there were but five classes, Standards 2 and 1 and Classes 3, 
2 and | and the work of teaching them was divided among the four 
pioneer teachers, Bethia Jack, Margaret Clarke, William Kennedy and 
Mary Scrimgeour. In 1892 Laura Allison was appointed Headmistress and 
Amy Taylor and Elizabeth Beck joined the staff. At the end of this 
year prizes were awarded and here is the first prize list :— 
Standard 2—Girls—Annie Smith, Mary Moore, Alice Brown. 
Standard 2—-Boys—Alan McKinlay, Arthur Downing, William Johnstone. 
Standard 1—Girls—Annie Rawlings, Lizzie Bell, Lily Vincent. 
Standard 1—Boys—James Watson, James McKinlay, James Allison. 
Class I1I|—-Girls—Emily Rawlings, Alice Bayman, Bella Dale. 
Class I11—-Boys—Robert Farrant, John Corfield, William Smith. 
Class 11—Girls—Annie Bell, Louse Corfield, Jane Stokes. 
Class II—Boys—William McKinlay, Sampson Hore, Thomas Brewer. 
Class | pupils each received a small gift. 


This distribution of prizes was made by Mr. F. G. Hawley, chairman 
of West Christchurch School Committee. In 1893 he was assisted at this 
function by Mr. W. K. Allison when the prize list was somewhat longer 
and in addition to those already mentioned included the following names:— 
George Bell, David Casbolt, Thomas Faville, Nellie Brizley, George McDonald, 
George Higgott, Mary Allison, Alice Bull, Jane Irving, Frank Dunkley, Wil- 
liam Irving, Ernest Collett, Jessie Bower, Amy Smart, Nellie Brown, Emma 
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Manser, Charles Ewing, John Willoughby, John McLenaghan, Annie Brewer, 
Beatrice Nute, Samuel Freeborn, Harry Brizley, Henry Willoughby, Alice 
Hooper, Laura Smart, Annie Reeves, Joseph Hore, Herbert Collett, John 
Oswald, Arthur Peiper, Mary Jane Patterson, Mary Irving, Mabel Roberts, 
George Bull, William Brightmore, and Edith Newcombe. 


Culled from 1884 and 1885 prize lists are the following names:— 
Arthur Challiner, Jenny Allison, Walter Harrison, John Lewis, John Hawk- 
er, Walter Brooks, Eva Taylor, Bertha Anderson, Carrie Butler and Eva 
Hawkins: Thomas Grose, Lily Grose, Laura Smart, Joseph Oswald, Harry 
Rogers, George Duncan, Harry Spiller and Susan Moore. How many of 
them do you know or remember ? 


Each year the roll increased; in 1886 it was 274 and in 1887, 288. 
The accommodation was severely taxed and the position at West Christ- 
church was as acute as ever. The district was growing rapidly and ideas 
of creating a main school at Addington were forming. One of the prime 
movers was Mr. F. G. Hawley who with Mr. Allison had done so much for 
the side school. His death in 1888 held up the proposal and it was not 
until 1891 that a special meeting of householders decided to petition for 
the establishment of a main school. Not a few unexpected difficulties were 
encountered. One of them was that if a main school were formed the 
members of the staff would lose their positions and would have to make 
further application against an open field. The other more acute difficulty 
was the determination of the school district boundaries. This knotty ques- 
tion was discussed béfore representatives of the Education Board at a meet- 
ing of householders held on October 22nd, and as a result the board made 
the following statement at its meeting on November 19th:— 


“The committee of your Board met the committee of West Christ- 
church School and many residents and householders in and around Addington 
in regard to fixing boundaries. There is considerable difference of opinion 
upon the subject. Some residents desire Poulson Street and others the rail- 
way line. Among the former are one or two of the school committee who 
desire to live in the West Christchurch school district so that their services 
as committeemen may be always available. Among the latter are those 
who wish to have in their new district such a number of children as will 
secure the services of our best teachers. There is force in this view more 
especially when the crowded state of West Christchurch is considered. 
Except as regards the selection of a suitable committee, from a parent’s 
point of view, the necessity for fixing a boundary line with nicety and 
precision is not after all very great seeing that they can always choose 
the school to which their children can be sent. In view of the circum- 
stances we advise that the railway line should be the boundary.” 


And so the railway line it became, and progress was being made 
towards the new order. At the beginning of January, 1892, Mr. C. H. 
Winny was appointed by the Board to act as chairman of the Addington 
Schoo! district and later that month, Mr. W. Taylor was selected as the 
first Headmaster. Not until April 25th, however, could it be said that the 
new school became fully fledged. On this date the first annual meeting 
of householders was held and a committee consisting of Messrs. J. Brown, 
N. K. Bowden, J. A. Clarke, T. Cutler, A. Hardecke, W. Johnson and C. H. 
Winny (chairman) was elected. Their first difficulty was no new one— 
the matter of accommodation. The school roll had risen to 317 and at 
the end of the year the committee decided to approach the Board to ask 
for further buildings. But the Board regretted that the financial position 
made such a proposal almost impossible, and with this answer they had, 
in the meantime, to be content. The first distribution of prizes took place 
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December 19th, 1892, the dux medallist being Robert Johnson who re- 
ceived a medal presented by the Headmaster. 


When the school opened in 1893, the roll was 385, 135 more than 
the maximum accommodation of the school buildings. The Board had to 
act and before the year was out a fine new infant room to hold 140 child- 
ren was completed. Unfortunately Mr. Taylor who had come to be loved 
and revered by parents and scholars alike passed away before this improve- 
ment was completed, and Mr. Seay’s great reign of 27 years began. 


From this point the story is contributed by Mr. W. N. Seay who says :— 


| came to the school in 1893 when the average attendance was 303, 
and the staff o+ four teachers and five pupil teachers was quite inadequate 
to carry on the work of a school with such a large roll number. However, 
the staff was young, earnest and enthusiastic, and the pupil teachers were 
exceptionally good, and each in his turn had to take charge of classes and 
do practically the work of assistants. Mr. Kennedy, the first assistant was 
a most reliable, capable and conscientious teacher who did much in many 
ways for the welfare of the school over a long period of years. Miss Beck, 
the first female assistant came from West Christchurch with a high repu- 
tation, and proved through her long connection with the school, a most 
valuable assistant. 


Miss Currie, the Infant Mistress, was ill at the time of my appointment, 
and her position was temporarily filled by Miss Pratt, and later by Miss 
Bishop. Towards the end of the year she passed away to the deep regret 
of the infants, the school committee, the staff and the parents. The 
vacant position was filled by Miss Shirtcliffe, a teacher with a strong per- 
sonality, with considerable experience and proved ability, and with a marked 
desire to make her department the best in Canterbury, an ambition in 
which it must be said she had considerable success. It is deeply to be 
regretted that her years of retirement were so few, as she died after her 
first visit to Australia, but her name will always be affectionately remem- 
bered in Addington. 


There is not space here to allow of personal reference to the many 
teachers who passed through the school during the period 1893 to 1920, 
but it can be said truthfully and almost without exception that the additions 
to the staff from time to time were teachers of outstanding ability, many of 
whom have reached the highest positions in their profession. | Without 
reference to records a few stand out in my memory: Mr. George Burns, 
pupil teacher at Addington to headmaster of Caversham School, Dunedin; 
Mr. J. G. Polson, Principal of the Teachers’ Training College; Mr. Garton 
to Headmaster of Timaru Main School; Mr. Blank, Headmaster of Fendalton, 
Mr. Wilkins of Phillipstown, Mr. R. W_ .Maxwell, Inspector of Schools, 
Dunedin, Miss B. E. Bowden, pupil teacher in Addington to Infant Mistress; 
Miss Adele Seay (now Mrs. Rogers), pupil in Addington to head of girls’ 
department of the Seddon Memorial Technical College, Auckland; Miss 
Janet Finlayson to head of girls’ secondary department of Christchurch 
West High School; Miss Sapsford to infant mistress at Linwood Avenue 
School. To these and many others whom my memory will not recall, | 
desire to express my high appreciation of the excellent work done in the 
good old days. 


General Improvements. 


When | took charge, Mr. Cutler was chairman of the school committee. 
Later he was succeeded by Mr. N. K. Bowden and years following by Mr. 
John Down and many others. All of the chairmen with their respec- 
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STAFF AND COMMITTEE, 1902 
Back -Row—J. G. Polson, J. J. Staples, W. N. Seay, N. K. Bowden, Hans 
Kennedy, J. Brown. 
Front Row-——J. Spiller, A. Horrell, A. Dynes, L. Luxton, E. Beck, A. Mc- 
Getrick, E. Armstrong, M. Shirtcliffe. 
The boy on top is Brodie McCallum and behind Miss Shirtcliffe is Hilda Ell. 


Bi 






GIRLS’ HOCKEY TEAM 
Back Row—Lizzy Barrie, Kate Redway, Louie Turnbull, Violet Sharp. 
Middle Row—Lila Luke, Hilda Hamlin, Bertha Freeman. 

Front Row—May Robinson, Louie Burns, Miss Ormandy, Gladys Walker, 
Miss Smith. 
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tive committees were so deeply interested in the welfare of the school that 
they never failed to assist in everything concerned, so that a debt of 
gratitude is due to them for what has been achieved. | must also mention 
the work of that wonderful secretary, Mr. Walter Johnson, who for many 
years not only assisted his committees, but was ever ready to guide and 
advise them. The same may be said of the chairmen of the Education 
Board, the secretary and the officials, and lastly, but by no means least, 
the parents of the children whose co-operation with the teachers will long 
be remembered by the headmaster and his assistants. 


Among the early improvements was the erection of a flag pole and the 
unfurling of the Union Jack. Some years later, after the erection of the 
main school brick building, an elaborate flagpole was erected in front of the 
school. The flag which was unfurled on this mast was much used, lessons 
being given on its meaning on special occasions, particularly during the 
Great War. The purchase of a Collard & Collard piano for the upper standards 
and one for the infants a little later gave a great impetus to the teaching 
of singing and drill, and in preparing concerts and entertainments in con- 
nection with the school. A cadet corps, equipped with dummy rifles and 
uniforms followed. Mr. Kennedy was the Captain of the corps, a lieutenant 
and non-commissioned officers were appointed and some very good work 
was done by Mr. Kennedy, his staff and the cadets. The status of the 
school was raised, the discipline stood out in a marked degree and the 
highest praise was due to all concerned. To encourage the reading of suit- 
able books, about £150 was found so that each room in the school could 
have a cupboard with a supply of suitable books for exchanging weekly or 
oftener. 


One of the outstanding efforts made by the school committee, teachers, 
parents and residents of the district was the construction of a swimming 
bath. Practically the whole of the money was raised in the district, firstly 
by direct subscription, then by sales of work and other means, with a final 
drive for funds for the erection of a sound and durable fence to enclose the 
whole. So well was the work done that when the bath was declared open 
it was pronounced free from all debt. 


During the time of the Great War a strenuous effort was made by the 
teachers, parents and school committee to keep records of all the Old Boys 
of the school who enlisted, and more especially of those who fell in the 
war. An honours board was erected with due care to its design and 
finish and placed in the front corridor of the school. After the war this 
was unveiled with deep appreciation, honour and dignity at a_ special 
memorial ceremony. 


The Growth of the School. 


The following table compiled by Mr. Seay shows graphically how the 
school grew under his headmastership. 


In 1910 the school reached the top grade. 
Year Av. Attendance No. Rooms 


1893 ae 303 3 (plus 1 rented and 2 building) 
1894 oe 354 5 (plus 1 rented) 
1901 oe 424 6 
1909 a 516 8 (5 destroyed by fire) 
1910 ae 606 3. (remaining after fire) 
“ (in new brick building) 
1920 aoe o/s ... IT (18 teachers &G 2 or 3 supernumaries) 
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Mr. R. B. Clarke carries on the history as follows :— 


When | first visited Addington School | was very favourably impressed 
by the substantial building used by the standard classes. It took me some 
time to become accustomed to the very large classes, perhaps the largest 
being Standard | with 98 pupils, and P.4 with 84. The assistants, Mr. H. 
Kennedy, Miss E. Beck and Miss B. E. Bowden, were all experienced and 
very capable, and did wonderful service for many years, much of the 
success of the school being due largely to their keenness and _ faithful 
efforts. The infant department was very efficiently conducted by Miss 
Shirtcliffe, who will long be remembered by all who passed through her 
department. During my seven years many keen young assistants nobly 
helped to maintain the high standard of work of which we were all so 
proud. The highest roll number reached was 818. 


Improvements. 


The state of school playing grounds was freely and candidly discussed 
soon after | took up my duties as headmaster, and the School Committee 
unanimously decided that a Queen Carnival should be held to raise funds 
for ground improvement—the sum of £600 being considered necessary. 
Teachers, parents, and pupils took up the scheme very enthusiastically and 
in three months raised the magnificent sum of £1,085. In these functions 
the Chairman and members of the Committee took a very prominent part. 
A very pleasing feature of the whole Carnival was the wonderful spirit of 
co-operation displayed by all, and many life-long friendships were formed. 


Many improvements were made including new shelter sheds, a teacher’s 
room, and approximately 2,000 square yards of new asphalt which provided 
two new basket-ball grounds, then among the best in the city. Many people 
nowadays will find it difficult to understand why such a large school had 
no shelter sheds, asphalt or teachers’ room, but committees received very 
little financial assistance. 


A very live Swimming Club made a special effort and the very fine 
pavilion was built. Among our Swimming successes one worthy of record 
was the gaining of the Life Saving Medal by one of the young pupils, John 
Shaw, who saved a boy’s life at Sumner, by plunging fully clothed into the 
sea, while older youths waited for help. At the opening of the Swimming 
Club each year Rev. Bean’s high dive will long be remembered by all present. 


And now Mr. Shirlaw’s story up to the present day—1928-1940. 


In 1928, despite the opening of the new school in Lyttelton Street, 
the problem of overcrowding was still a very pressing one. The providing 
of additional accommodation was held over pending a decision on the 
establishment of a Junior High School on the Milne Street site. After the 
Department had decided not to go on with the Junior High School scheme 
additional accommodation was provided at Addington by the erection of 
two open air rooms and an additional movable room. 


The most important event in the history of the school during this 
period was the decision of the Department at the end of 1932, to establish 
an Intermediate School at West Christchurch and to transfer to that school 
the pupils of Forms 1 and 2 from Addington. The younger children from 
West Christchurch were distributed among the neighbouring schools, 120 
coming to Addington. The boundaries of the school district were extended 
to include a large portion of the old West Christchurch district. |The 


ees" s 


ADDINGTON SCHOOL JUBILEE Page Thirty-one 





change necessitated the transfer of two of the senior teachers and the 
loss of another assistant owing to the fall in the roll number. 


Though the loss of the senior scholars was severely felt the younger 
pupils of the school benefited by the change. They have had the services 
of more experienced teachers, and it has been possible for the staff to 
give more attention to the sports activities among the younger children. 


The introduction of new staffing and salary schemes has caused fre- 
quent changes in the staff. Addington School has always been fortunate 
in having on its staff able and enthusiastic assistants, and in spite of the 
many changes during the last few years, the high standard of the teaching 
staff has been well maintained. The retirement of Miss Bowden at the 
end of 1935 was a great loss to the School, her long association with the 
school and district, her keen interest in all that pertained to the best 
interests of the pupils, coupled with her exceptional gifts as an Infant Mis- 
tress made it difficult to fill her place. Miss Aiken, who succeeded to the 
position, proved herself to be an able and conscientious Infant Mistress, 
always ready to do her full share in the work of the School and her death 
last October removed from the ranks of the teachers, an Infant Mistress 
of outstanding ability and personality. 


In the prize lists of West Christchurch School of 1885, the name of 
Hans Kennedy appears as winner of the second prize in Standard 6 and also 
of the Headmaster’s special prize. 





AN EXCURSION TO KENNEDY’S BUSH 
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The School and Its Surroundings 


‘‘A house full of books and a garden of flowers.” 


The site selected for the school was an old gravel pit. |The school 
itself was built upon a high sand bank while all around it, particularly 
towards Jerrold Street, were deep holes which in winter were full of water. 
A raised path was made at an early date from the Jerrold Street entrance 
to the buildings so that children could reach their class rooms in wet 
weather without wading through water. Great efforts had to be made by 
the school committee to procure soil to level up as opportunity offered, and 
in course of some years the whole ground was levelled and the surroundings 
planted with trees, shrubs and flowers. This shrubbery and flower garden 
was kept in order by the pupils from Standards 5 and 6 under the control 
of a teacher, and prizes given by the Education Board to schools with the 
best kept gardens were won for a number of years by the Addington School. 

In 1922, most vigorous efforts were initiated by Mr. R. B. Clarke to 
improve further the grounds and playing areas. A full account of the 
work done and tributes to those who took part in it are given in Mr. Clarke’s 
portion of the history of the school. The grounds as we have them to-day 
are the result of this great effort. 

The first building to be erected was the old wooden school that no 
longer exists. From the start it was overcrowded, and it was not until 
1893 that further additions were made. The main block of the infant 
department was then erected to accommodate 140 children, making five 
rooms in all. This was not enough, however, and it was necessary to rent 
another building to hold all the pupils. About this time, the baths were 
constructed, though the present pavilion was not built until many years 
later. Nevertheless, there was quite commodious changing accommodation 
in little cubicles at each end of the baths. 

In 1901 an addition was made on the west side of the infant room and 
in 1909, additions were being made during the Christmas vacation. 
They were almost ready for use, when late in the evening of February 5th, 
the sound of fire engines woke the residents of the district from their 
slumbers. Yes, the school was on fire, and what a fire it was! The whole 
of the main school was destroyed together with the new room that was 
being built. This was a serious blow, and in order to carry on the school 
work a large number of marquees were erected in the school grounds and so 
work was carried on while the present brick school was erected. But what 
a cold winter was spent in those marquees! The new building contained 
six rooms which together with the infant department which was but 
scarcely damaged in the fire, made a total of nine rooms. But even this 
was not enough and at the time of Mr. Seay’s retirement in 1920 the school 
had eleven rooms. But lots of us have spent part of our school days in the 
little Sunday School hall at the corner of Selwyn Street and South Crescent 
Road. The present school you can see for yourselves, but do not fail to 
admire the fine open-air class rooms which were a thing unknown in the 
earlier days. 


Once upon a time a chairman of the school committee took it upon 


himself to inspect the school sewing classes. He wasn’t received very 
kindly because he criticised the work severely and told some of the girls 
that they had not done their work at all well. What a man! No wonder 


they looked at him sideways. 
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Roll of Honour 
1914-1918. 


They paid the Supreme Sacrifice. 





H. &. PERSIVAL L. A. McLEAN J. McARTHUR 

F. HAYS C. Fy SEAT G, 5. HOOPER 

C. D. McKAY E. COOPER A. E. JOHNSON 

F. H. HOOPER R. L. W. BALDWIN H. F. BROWN 

W. J. CARTWRIGHT J. L, PORTER A. V. GOURLAY 

G. G. THOMPSON JT. ©. REES A. D. JOHNSON 

R. CALVERT W. G. REES J. M. DONN 

J. G. McCALLUM J. D. STRACHAN A. W. TOWNSHEND 
E. P. JORDAN RK, & STREETLEY H. W. THACKWELL 
C. DUNN J. H. MURTON W. B. RULE 

E. A. D. MANHIRE J. VENABLES F. W. PENLINGTON 
A. GRAY R. K. GOODSIR A. E. JACKSON 

F, C. CROTHERS L,. J. SUANLEY J. H. THOMAS 

E. WRIGHT FE. L, GALE E, ©. CROSS 

CG. & FAVILLE J. BEATON G. D. SEAY 

L. McD. VINCENT A. H. W. ELL H. S. RICHARDS 

L. P. MAURICE Ri J., GALE 





Addington Old Students’ Association 


‘Strong souls 
Like live, fire-heated suns; to spend their strength 
In furthest striving action.” 


This association was inaugurated some four years ago by Messrs. Craig 
and Clements. It has steadily increased its membership and it is hoped 
that the diamond jubilee will see it grow and arrive at that degree of 
strength and importance it should do. The bulk of the jubilee funds has 
been raised by the efforts of the jubilee committee by means of social 
functions and so on, and the result has been so pleasing that it has made 
possible the erection of memorial gates and the carrying out of the series 
of functions in honour of our diamond jubilee. 

With the increased membership which we hope will result from our 
contacts with old pupils during the celebrations, we hope to forge ahead 
and to make some provision to give our ex-pupils a right royal reception on 
their return from overseas. We trust that all expupils will help to make 
this possible by joining up with the association. These men are away mak- 
ing our freedom possible, and they should be welcomed back among us in 
a manner fitting the sacrifices they are making. We need your help to 
see that this is fittingly done. It is our ambition, too, to hold annual re- 
unions of ex-pupils. 

Although the Old Students’ Association has been established for but 
four years, it has already achieved much. It is very proud of the efforts 
that have been made for this jubilee, and it has been decided that no more 
fitting reward could be conferred upon the President, Mr. Craig than that 
of life membership. It has been decided therefore to make Mr. Craig and 
the pupils of the first decade (1881-1891) life members of the Addington 
Old Students’ Association. With best wishes to you all and success to our 
Association. S: J. KAY. 
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Our Teachers 


‘‘Who soweth good seed shall surely reap.” 


Herein meet some well-remembered friends. In offering you this 
list of those who have served on the Staff of Addington School we hope 
you will find many names that will recall happy, carefree days. Perhaps 
the length of the list will surprise you, but much can happen in sixty years. 
Particular note must be made of the following (you all remember them). 


Miss Beck ay s4 +39 years 
Mr. Kennedy ey .... 34 years 
Miss Bowden eu, :.t - 31 -years 
Mr. Seay oe ... 27 years 
Miss Shirtcliffe .... .. 25 years 
Five well beloved servants who between them have given 156 years 
to us. It is a real pleasure to us to be able to say thank you to the four 


of them who are still with us and to remember with reverence the name of 
Miss Shirtcliffe who brought much renown to the school she served. 


The staff on opening day in October, 1881, consisted of four teachers 
only for the 250 children who enrolled. They were Bethia Jack, Margaret 
Clarke, William A. Kennedy and Mary Scrimgeour. Of these there remains 
Mr. Kennedy who is still enjoying his years of retirement at his home in 
Brittan Street, Linwood. Between these four pioneers and the present 
day over two hundred teachers have served in Addington. . To-day the 
day of our jubilee there are 18 teachers on the staff. They are D.. M. 
Shirlaw, Headmaster; W. Sherrard, A. A. Harrison, Miss Affleck, Miss 
Anderson, Mrs. Harvey, Miss Pearce, Miss Hayward, H. J. McFedries, Mrs. 
Turner, Miss Sneddon, Miss McKechnie, Miss Rowe, Miss Scully,. Miss 
Jennings, Miss White, Miss Swindell and A. V. Chappell. 


Thus times do shift; each thing his turn doth hold; 
New things succeed, as former things grow old. 


Yet of all of the gallant band we can say that they were 


Zealous, yet modest; innocent though free; 
Patient of toil; serene amidst alarms; 
Inflexible in faith; invincible in arms. 


Bethia Jack—188] Hans Kennedy—1887; 1892-1926 
Margaret Clarke—188] Edith Wood—1887 

William A. Kennedy—1881-83 Elizabeth Rowley—1887-88 

Mary Scrimgeour—1881 Peter Menzies—1888 

Laura M. Allison—1882-91 Elizabeth Cutler—1888 

Amy Taylor—1882-84 Marion B. Campbell—1889-92 
Elizabeth Beck—1882-83, ‘87-1924 Amelia R. Woolley—1889 

David Jack—1884 Lena R. Smith—1889 

Fanny Hepworth—1 884 Margaret de Montalk—1889-90 
Susan Currie—1885-1894 Margaret Menzies—1890 
William M. West—1885 Amelia Lusk—1891 

Elizabeth McGregor—1885 Lilly Gilmour—1891 

Annie Menzies—1885 Dora O’Callaghan—1891 
Alexander Gray—1886 William Taylor, 

Jeannie A. Green—1886 Headmaster—1 892-93 


Alice J. Lusk—1886 Thomas Cutler—1892-95 
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Mabel Newman—1 892-95 

Annie Robson—1892-94 

Margaret Hunter—1892-96 

William N. Seay, 
Headmaster—1893-1920 

Minnie E. Pratt—1893 

Janet A. Finlayson—1893-97 

Mary S. Shirtcliffe—1895-1920 

Arabella Dynes—1895-1908 
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James W. Wright—1914-15 
Nellie M. J. Hobbs—1914 
Emily M. Line—1914-15 
Elizabeth R. Burn—1915-22 
Verna Hill—1915-16 

Vera Stackhouse—1915-17 
R. W. Maxwell—1916-19 
Arnold L. Wills—1916-17 
Gladys R. Morgan—1916-19 


Bessie E. Bowden, 1896-99; 1907-34 Margaret Heinzman—1916-18 


Mary A. Turnbull—1896-99 

William G. Burns—1897-1900 

Elizabeth A. Bisset—1897-1900 

Lilian Smith—1898-1901 

John G. Polson—1900-02 

Annie McGetrick—1900-03 

Elsie Ormandy—1901-04 

Lucy B. Luxton—1901-04 

Ella Armstrong—1902-06 

Wilfred W. Garton—1903-05 

Elsie M. Horrell—1903-06 

Gladys Walker—1904-08 

Edith M. Leversedge—1905-08 

Alexandrina Seay—1905-08 

William H. Down—1905-07 

Richard W. Morgan—1906-08 

Gertrude Suckling—1906-09 

Leslie Austin—1907-09 

Clara A. M. Hulston—1908-11, 
1916-20 

Albert R. Blank—1909-11 

Mary A. Slocombe—1909-13 

Margaret G. Foster—1910-15 

Violet Garland—1910-12 

Hilda F. Freeman—1910-11 

Carolus T. Moor—1910-12, 
1914-17 

Victor W. Colville—1910-12 

Marjorie M. Whitehead—1910-11 

Edith G. Wilson—1911-12 

T. J. Cuthbert Wilkins—1912-15 

Walter A. Brown—1912 

Ethel R. Choat—1912 

S. Lynskey—1912-13 

Helen R. Roscoe—1912-13 

Henry W. Gourlay—1912-14 

A. Ashley Cooper—1912-13 

Ethel S. Bean—1912-14 

Margaret Stevenson—1912-13 

Elsie F. L. Sapsford—1913-15 

Frederick W. Greenwood—1913 

Lily A. C. Rodgers—1913-15 

William Griffiths—1913 

Agnes M. Saunders—1913-15 

Thomas Stockdill—1913-14 

Edith Hastings—1913-15 


Margaret J. Seay—1916-17 

Kenneth G. Shrimpton—1916-17 

Margaret R. M. Watt—1916-17 

Elsie Sinclair—1916-17 

Pamela T. Webster—1917-18 

Mrs. Alice Brooker—1918 

Cecil B. Penney—1918 

Ida G. Purvis—1918-19 

Hilda Foster—1918 

Doria Steinmetz—1918-19 

Marjory A. Callaghan—1918 

Patrick J. Dowd—1919-22 

Ruth M. Jull—1919 

Benjamin F. Hayman—1919-20 

Charles P. Chamberlain—1919-20 

Florence M. Hunter—1919-20 

May Harrop—1919 

Robert B. Clarke—1920-27 
Headmaster 

James Gillanders—1920 

James L. Menzies—1920-21 

Henrietta J. Youngman—1920 

Frances J. Petrie—1920-28 

Pearl E. Stewart—1920-22 

Percy F. Saxby—1920 

Winnie Wade—1920; 1926-29 

Jane H. Thomson—1921-24 

Rosa Harris—1921-23 

Mrs. Evelyn Allan—192] 

Dorothy C. Warner—1921 

Annie G. Lloyd—1921 

Robert Walker—1922-26 

Amelia K. McClure—1922 

Dulcie M. Haberfield——1922-28 

Olive L. McPherson—1922-23 

lris Hayward—1922 

Harold Smith—1922 

Irene V. Walker—1922 

Alfred L. Edward—1922-23; 

1926-27 

Mavis Spiller—1922-23 

Daisy C. M. Sullivan—1922 

Robert Wealleans—1922-23 

Doris Braisher—1923-25 

Joyce H. Burr—1923-1924 

Caroline Wright—1923-36 
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Martha A. M. Blake—1923 
Wilfred Wilson—1923 
Annie M. Griffin—1923 
Leonard A. Gourlay—1923-24; 
1932-34 
lan M. Willoughby—1923-24 
Olive Hooker—1923-24 
William Pierr—1924-29 
Marjory Pepper—1924 
Mary A. Curran—1924-33 
Walter H. Conway—1 924-25 
Sylvia M. Thomson—1924-26 
William J. Edward—1924-25 
Gwen M. Rowe—1924 
Isabella M. McKenzie—1925-27 
Jessie E. C. Hope—1925 
Mary Machin—1925 
Harry W. D. Blake—1925-26 
Mervyn A. Bull—1925-26 
Ruth J. Baker—1925-26 
Jessie E. L. Dunbier—1925-26 
Johanna Crowley—1925-26 
Agnes M. Annan—1926 
Neil B. Clarke—1926-27 
F. W. Hunnibell 1927 
(Acting Headmaster) 
John J. McGuigan—1927-32 
Beatrice Craig—1927-32 
Osborn V. Berry—1927-33 
Lilian K. Saunders—1927 
Iris T. M. Hayward—1927-41 
Harry M. Campbell—1927-31 
Leslie B. Pierr—1927 
Myra M. Pollard—1927 
D. M. Shirlaw—1928-1941 
Headmaster 
Alice C. G. Callaghan—1928-38 
Edna R. Hayward—1928-36 
Frances E. Knowles—1928 
Elsie E. Mathieson—1928 
Mabel |. J. Bowden—1928; 1931 
Elinor A. Mooney—1928 
Lesley H. Dickinson—1929-30 
Winifred W. McKinley—1929 
Vera Gilmour—1929 
Warren F. March—1929 
Isabella Dent—1929-35 
Dorothy J. Matheson—1930-31 
Ralph: J. Ford—1930-36 
Annie M, Dodge—1930 
Alfred S. Billcliff—1930; 1933 
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Daphne J. G. Schmidt—1930 
Marion R., Lockwood—1930 
Duncan E. Brown—1931-32 
Viola J. Clare—1931-33 
Annie Greenway—193 1 
Margaret M. S. Ryan—1931 
William J. Gilmour—1932 
Vera A. Foster—1932 
Hazel M. McCaw—1933 
Robert E. R. Penney—1932-33 
Eileen E. Glubb—1934 
Grace K. Jarman—1934-38 
Aileen G. Thomas—1934-36 
Percy A. Muirhead—1934-36 
Marjorie E. Gilmour—1934 
Lilian J. Cooper—1934-35 
E. O’Brien—1935 
Donald W. Anderson—1935-36 
Milly V. Affleck—1935-41 
Harold A. Barnett—1935 
Janet M. Aiken—1936-40 
Stanley R. Knapp—1936-39 
Hilda C. Wilson—1 936-38 
Daphne P. Anthony—1936 
Ruby E. Fairbrother—1936 
Franklin A. Graham—1937-38 
Miriam A. Pearce—1937-41 
Violet Conway—1937 
Jessie R. Sneddon—1937-41 
Ngaire L. McKechnie—1937-41 
Betty H. Morgan—1937 
John M. Sherrard—1937 
Arthur A. Harrison—1938-41 
Edith Wellings—1938-4] 
Kathleen Haylock—1938 
Phyllis A. Wise—1938 
Nancy M. Ridley—1938 
William Sherrard—1939-4] 
Mabel M. Anderson—1939-41 
Mrs. Helen A. Harvey—1939-41 
Catherine C. Bourke (Mrs. Turner) 
1939-41 
Chas F. Billcliff—1939 
Joyce L. Honeybone—1939 
Hugh J. McFedries—1940-41 
Romola B. Rowe—1940-41 
Patricia R. Scully—1940-41 
Miss Jennings—1940-41 
Nola Swindell—1941 
A. V. Chappell—1941 
Miss White—1941 


At the suggestion of the donor of the Jubilee cake, the top tier will 
be saved for distribution to Old Boys of Addington School who are serving 
in His Majesty’s forces. In order that none will be missed, please make 
sure that the names of any you know are handed in to the Secretary as 
soon as possible. 
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“Greater Love Hath No Man...” 


In August, 1938, Guy Jerrold Menzies left New Zealand 

and joined the Royal Air Force on October 31st. He was 
- gazetted a pilot on September 3rd, 1939, the day war was 
declared. He was attached to the bomber command and spent 


three months, taking part in the historic evacuation of Dunkirk. 
He was killed in action on January 28th of this year and was 
buried in St. Margaret’s Churchyard, Oldcatton, Norfolk. Guy 
was at Addington School from 1925 to 1932, going from 
there to Christchurch West (2 years) and Boys’ High School 
(3 years). At the time of his death he was in his 21st year. 
Let us revere his memory. 





Some Personalities 
“The reward of a good deed is to have done it.’’ 


It is perhaps invidious to make special reference to some who have 
served because it is easy to overlook something or someone. We ask 
forgiveness for any sins of omission, remembering that ‘tis not what man 
does which exalts him, but what man would do. The first to be mentioned 
is a group of people whose unostentatious service might easily be overlooked. 
It is a small band, indeed remarkably small for so long a time and the 
people composing it are Mrs. Newcombe, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Middleton and 
Mr. and Mrs. Carter, who have been our caretakers. It would be trite to 
say simply that they have given every satisfaction; they have done more than 
that. They have all of them had such pride in the school that their work 
has been their pleasure rather than their task. No school could have been 
more fortunate than Addington has been in its caretakers and we are happy 
to mention them and to thank them in our year of jubilee. 


There have been some remarkable examples of long service on the 
school committee which cannot go unnoticed. We should like to comment 
at length on these, but it is not our purpose to leave nothing to your 
imagination. Think on these names, discuss them with your friends, and 
you will realise better than words can tell in print the great work that has 
been gratutitously given by such men as Walter Johnson, J. Bown, N. K. 
Bowden, W. G. Burns (also for many years treasurer of the swimming club), 
M. W. Woodfield, J..S. Barnett, J.P., G. Wear, B. Sloane, etc., etc. Gen- 
tlemen, you have all shared in the heat and the burden of the day. Please 
accept our most grateful thanks. 


There are many ladies, too, who could be mentioned, but here is 
dangerous ground. Very few have had official connection with the school, 
but have worked with that sympathy for a good cause which enlists the silent 
and efficient workers. It is impossible therefore, to name them, but we 
record here our great appreciation of what has been done for Addington 
School by the ladies of the district throughout sixty years. 
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An unusual service has been given by Mr. S. J. L. Hewitt to the child- 
ren of the school. Headmasters speak with affection of the many kind ac- 
tions of Mr. Hewitt in dealing with those little accidents that occur almost 
daily in a large public school. So well has this job been done that wounds 
are almost welcomed by the children because of the opportunity they give 
to visit Mr. Hewitt. The faith of these little ones in his ability to heal them 
must be the greatest happiness to Mr. Hewitt, and we hope he will be long 
spared to enjoy if, 


Who Remembers... 


The small concrete block where we played hop scotch ? 
The clarion call, ‘‘’Have you cleaned your boots this morning ?”’ 


The Saturday once a year when we walked to Kennedy’s Bush, gathered 
leaves of native plants and then had ice-cream at the shop at Dyers Pass ? 


Playing ‘‘jumping over the form’’ on these three wooden seats at the 
back of the infant school ? 


Swinging the clubs, waving the wands and clashing the dumb-bells ? 
The drill display at Lancaster Park and the blue-bell hats ? 
The boys who threw frogs into the swimming baths ? 


The dril! display at Addington Show Grounds and the making of the 
flag ? 


The black book kept by Mr. Seay to record late comers and the three 
entries that earned one the strap ? 


The much dreaded visits of Mr. Blank, the truant officer ? 


The scrubbing of slates and sharpening of pencils on those evenings 
before the visit of the inspectors and the half holidays at the end of their 
visits ? 


The lessons bunked by climbing the fence into the old frog pond in 
the gravel pit ? 


The old gymnasium equipment near the back gate—parallel bars, 
horizontal bars and ladder ? 


The visits to Mrs. Donn for the annual supply of school books and for 
such things as sherbert, tops and marbles ? 


The playtime and lunch hour games of ‘’Bedlam’’ played from a base 
in front of the old wooden school ? 


Cutting up a strap and distributing the pieces to his classmates as 
souvenirs ? 


The screech of the nail as the new slates were ruled ? 


The girl who jumped through the window to dodge getting the strap ? 
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And Now, Farewell ! 


“Venerable men! You have come down to us from a former genera- 
tion. _ Heaven has bounteously lengthened out your lives that you might 
behold this joyous day.” 


This last page of our jubilee handbook is symbolical of the close of 
our celebrations. Our first duty it to thank all those who have devoted 
so. much of their time and energy to making these celebrations as joyous 
as then have been. How hard they have worked is known only to them- 
selves and they would not have it otherwise. If you have had pleasure in 
renewing old acquaintances, in recalling the schooldays of yore and in re- 
affirming your faith that that which is good makes men good, then success 
has been theirs. On page 6 of this booklet you will find the names of 
those who have wrought, elsewhere you will also find a photograph of them. 
Let usgregard these as some slight but ever-living monument to their many 
virtues and a happy rentfinder to them of an effort on your behalf that was 
well worth while. 


One of our faults is that we are inclined to forget our indebtedness 
to those institutions that have planned and moulded our. futures, that realise 
that the first step which one makes in this world is the one on which de- 
pends the rest of our days. A school is not a pile of buildings, it is not a 
collection of people forming a teaching staff, it is not a number of pupils 
gathered there for instruction, it is not a playing field. All these things 
have their influence, no doubt, but they are all things that may change 
while the school itself remains. Let us rather remember our school ‘’as a 
field which the Lord hath blessed’’ then “whatsoever things are true, 
pure, lovely and of good report will there forever flourish and abound.” 


To the rising generations of ex-pupils we hand on the future with 
confidence. Part of our faith in our school is our faith in those to whom 
we throw the torch. “Youth laughs contentedly and cries, the future 
leave to me.’” And so happy in the belief that the future is secure we say 
our farewells until our next merry meeting. 


Build for the future; let thy children say 
““His mind was finely toned and firmly set;’’ 
But look around thee, nor be slow to pay 

The present debt. 


The vision and the faculty divine 

Come not by dreaming; he whose eye is clear 

To read the present, reads the future sign, 
The truest seer. 
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